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Darryl Paulson
Professor of
Government

Darryl Paulson is Professor of Government and specializes in political parties and elections, Florida
and southern politics, and urban government. He is the recipient of a National Teaching Fellowship
from the Department of Education and of three undergraduate teaching awards from USF.
In addition to his classroom activities, Professor Paulson has served as an expert witness in
numerous court cases, including two appearances in Federal District Court on the reapportionment
of the Florida legislature. The United States Commission on Civil Rights invited Dr. Paulson to
participate in the January 2000 hearings on Allegations of Election Day Irregularities in Florida.
He has served as a consultant to the recent St. Petersburg Charter Review Commission and has
served as a campaign consultant and political analyst for many media outlets. Professor Paulson has
been interviewed over 4,000 times by the print and broadcast media including The New York Times,
USA Today, The London Financial Times, National Public Radio, Inside Politics on CNN, CNN
Headline News and C-Span. In 1994, Professor Paulson was named as a Fellow at the conservative
Heritage Foundation in Washington, D.C. and, the following year, was hired by the Florida and
national NAACP, a liberal civil rights organization as an expert witness in federal voting rights cases.
Active in the community, Professor Paulson is past President of the Suncoast Tiger Bay Club and
has served as Chair of the Citizens for Fair Campaign Practices since 1997. He served for over five
years as a Guardian ad Litem representing abused and neglected children in the Sixth Judicial
Circuit Court. In recognition of his community service, Professor Paulson received the University of
South Florida's Town and Gown Award for outstanding service to the Tampa Bay community.
Known as "Professor Wit," he moonlights as a political humorist and frequently speaks on college
campuses, to political organizations and at professional conferences on the subject: "Politics would
be a serious business. . . if it wasn't so darn funny."
Mission
USF St. Petersburg offers distinctive graduate and undergraduate programs in the arts and sciences,
business and education within a close-knit, student-centered learning community that welcomes
individuals from the region, state, nation and world. We conduct wide-ranging, collaborative
research to meet society’s needs and engage in service projects and partnerships to enhance the
university and community’s social, economic and intellectual life. As an integral and complementary
part of a multi-campus university, USF St. Petersburg retains a separate identity and mission while
contributing to and benefiting from the associations, cooperation and shared resources of a premier
national research university.
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